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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Wherefore, if it do, _ to my hopes, ) ans 
ſwer my end ; 1 ow yp to let the World know, 
whom they are to Tha for its Publication, by 
Dedicating it to You, 205 have therein, not only 
obliged thoſe who ſhall rective _ wi it, but 4 
hs Juha, A £6 IM 


= : 


( My Lord, and Gentlemen. ) 


” 


| EE | 3 PAC 
| Your Servant, 


In our common Lord arid 
Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, 


SIMON FORD. 


| 


} # 3% 
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Elſe, what ſhall they do, who-are þh aptized for 
the dead, if the dead riſe not at VA ?: by 
are they then — for the dead:'2 


wm » Thac, 

Tow of-it 1s, tO 
A $I great Article of the Chriſtian 
Faith, {The Do@rine 'of the 
'% Reſarreftion of. the Dead, ] by 
| leveral cogent; Arguments 3-and 
ro explain the manner of is 

by feecral apt Similitudes. 

Now among thole Arguments here uſed; m my Tex 
to 


contains one, of that ſort which. Logicians 
hominem}, 5.e.. ſuch a one as is eg y 

conclude what is intended, from tie Notions, Canceſ+ 
fons,. or other Circumſtances of the Perſon that we: ar- 
gue with, For the Apoſtle endeavours to-: convince 
thoſe among the Corinthians, [ who laid, : there wasno Veri 12: 
Reſurrefion of the Dead] of the abſurdity of. that 
Heretical DoQtrine, from a generally-known: Praf#zce 
in the Church ; and that alowed at leaſt,.. if not amp 
and pradtiſed by themſelves alo;. that of f 

for the Dead ], which could not rationally be done by- 
them, - or apy OS, with. 500 approbation.2: EXCEPE- 


.1{18pan 


— — 
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A Sermon Preach'd before 


_— - — 


| upontthe ſuppoſal of the belief, (or profeſſion, at leaſt, 


0 the belief) of that very Dothriee which they op- 
pugned, (TH &. Wery dealk [Bowld viſe ag4in ]. For 
( faith he) ro what purpoſe is that prattice to thoſe that 
an gd (there\ be #0. Reſurrection of. the 
C.* ©4 Homm Bp pry, rt 5 ag. 4 
- This Argue out Apoſtle i undoubtedly frog 
and was ieenbeprionadly rayfrihpvr to 464/46 be Bad ts 
deal withal : but cannot to us appear ſuch, except we 


can clearly make out what that, Phraſe of Leon for 
the dead} in thols Primirive times does impunt. 


therefore 1 ſha} ſpend ſome little rime to informs 
Hythit -rmach amy way tothat, which om 
thence Thavero recommend to you for your la/trav7- 
on and Pr aFice. pr 
And here, I will not undertake fo tireſome atask, 

both to my ownfrengrh, and your patience, as tre» 
event to you particularly: all the ſeveral Inrerpretarions 
_ by Expoſitors' of theſe words : which owe ins 

ced the difficulty they are noted for, rather to zhevr 
conteſts, 'thath to their own obſcurity : whereof, T hope 
to convince _ by and by, when Ihavegiven you 
that which 1 judge moſt raio>e/,. and the grounds 
ul IRR ' PWIEL | 

' Att in order thereto, I ſhall niake bold to uſe the 
commun "Rule for the Interpreting of Holy Scriptures 
which forbids us; ro hunt after cringe or tyſtic 
ſenſes in any Text, where without evident inconveniences 
it may edit of litera one. And Tam gr miſtaken, 
if this willnotdo fo in every word . And frf, 
the word [ BaptizzdJ] though others interpret it me- 
raphoricath, judge properly denotes'that I»/fituted 
Rite, by which our Saviour requires all tb be admitted 


into-the Chriſtian Church, Mat. 28, 19. 2. By 


lid , "> 
n#8xezl, None 
Sroughe: ro _— . and tho 
oy 'ro be pe:ihg be f 
| Rnd, 60 weogh pero 


thathrevcies/al | p42! ply Ying joud 
uſed, runs ring thre to ah eo mAAY ts 
 Faith'1 15 £0 be. s dip aha. 7 ads Grand "IT 5 


world, bythe 
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Mart. 25; 16. 
Luke 19. 19: 


Obj..1. 


Fol. 


, , 2a, 4G om ns de err and ſo ”o 
plenary reper ation, | Or revomponce 

dear an © eng #3 5fe is, when loſtinChrift'sſer- 
vice, as the 1ne of the Refarrettion imports : 
Howwainan would tr be, for -us;to 

any intelligeat'Pe to'be lifted aghis Solaters into 
the vacant places of thoſe-that areo-cut-off ? For. on 
that ſuppoſitien, - well-may «thoſe whom -we by"-our 
Preaching ini 0 Br, — (as I-doop theiriþe- 
ha'f) i muſovon, whet oy SL ENEY What 
benefit or advantage can be pro to-induge them, 
(for 10 the arch av,  propoundel led in;Clefical 
Greek Authors, -xrd in Ceriptwre +00 ) co enbrace a 
Retrgron, Ed ettended «with fuck .cxtreme glan- 


Cri. 
SIE of- the-words, -I cannot fere- 


—— 
that-may be dikely. robeurged, 
but buronh, theſe Two ren oc 1 therefore] mult, | 


peo agar Ayr : 
lier hr Phat 4t 

wort »ixpzy '[ the dead] the deed rms cn 
| T-Anwer, 


todoflecingahe Apet 
=o 


upon a Dofrine ' alſe, as to render. them falſddious : 
Yor Tapprehend,. 1 vet ground enough mainly | re=- 


thei Lord! Major, « m— 


frainths ſnelvits /peciah-as- ſuffered for Chrifi 
Heſs. Foo (Bel nent 


chron,2s 
therein ſanhier putſues the. coalide 
the ry of that Heretical Doftrine, which | 


ab thes 
fury yay En Stn 


ed Criticks ,-is buti » Perighrafir of. Mar 
Cs blur ſtsthe potion, or d- 
aef5 rather,:60 alk choſe.chac aduenture all th 


dexre/b concerns of this life, ron Ah hep] 
of alt orher men, by the' cneernainment of. a, Rea 
which made them of al men moſt m: aj here, 
wahour any hopes dt regordiien M3 awoth 


tioned) ſodigreſſed. 
Fhe Stcoadi is, Tha 1 fem cg 


rr ke: 


tre rgprterwet 
_—_ rarely aied > by uy (ISIS: ur: 
| Phirkſerof, bd Sr | 


Agicl which 66 
my own-defeace: F 


his! 
TT HO 


wor 
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lj word be "not ſo common as others: yet- there is..no+ 
lj thing more common to be found in thoſe Authors 
who write concernin the proprieties of the "Greek 
il Tonpue , than the obſervation, thatur?s, is: therein 
ll frequently uſed for «wn; and thar,:I am ſure y.:does 
| | not only ſerve to expreſs the | «ing for;] or./in 
Ih the room of another, but alſo ſacceeding i his fc 
Il tion , when removed: as it does frequemly in the 
i" LXXII. Interpreters, where ſucceeding Kzngs are 
faid to Reign in the ſtead of their: dead Predex 


CT 


ceſſors. 1 10 s\ | 
| And this word va$, TI crave leave to , take, 
u N any one better informs 'me) to  correſ} 
| ully with dn, in both ſenſes - both as it ſerves 
1% to expreſs any one deputation for , or. repreſentati« 
bi | on of another, © whilſt: both ' are! in: being: but 
ſl 1 © alſo 'as' it denotes ſacceſſiow-'of | the 1/ving'to the. 
| dead ; which brings it down to. the ufe the 4po- 
| a (by my Interpretation) makes of it inimy 
F ext. 
[1 EF: In the former of theſe /ex/es , Þ am-not apprehen- 
i" five of any great oppoſition. I am: endangered ro 
! f meet with, - from thoſe” that” arer-verſed in the 
| Greek wage: Or, if any be doubtful hereof, 
Lf | I only refer him to a Text or two for fatisfaQtion. 
It Se alſo 7wdich 2. Cor, 5, 30, 21» , 

| 8. 12, But in the /ater, I ſhould indeed, lie more 
| open , but that, ( beſides 'the Conformity. which this 
| ' word bears with ayn, in other reſpeQs, which ren- 
ders it not unlikely it may do ſo in-this ), 1 find 


in a Greek Hiſtorian, both Ancient, and of good 
Repute, this very word uſed in a ſenſe - of Sytce/- 


fron: To wit, for the ' recrwting of an. Army, by 
| liſting 


the Lord Mayer, exc, . 


Lifting New Soldiers nts in the room ” or fteadof 
that were lain; the v pinch to. this vey: einthe. 
Text,of being Baptized,that is, Lifled RoCbrif Boris 


Army of Martyrs. 
And thus, IT hope, that ( without ftraing or f hope 


in the place Eh that died tor his Religion 10 the Holy cnn 
> Rn 


0 - Steph. 
cing'of words, to Figurative or Mocet Senles "pr P. 408, 


in moſt of your Judgments, fixed & Ml 
literal ſenſe of this Controverted Text ng on 
tradiftion : and therefore, may take * ap At. 
liberty, to-raiſe Obſeryations fromir,, Which, ſh "" 
only theſe. Three that, follow. Yn had 
I. Thut the Church of \Chrifh, ( being an boty eiety 


ordained to conſiſt of Member s, exiſting in 
Aees) ; ought tobe ovens the conſtant care of 


> Wee Age, tg greferus : eufſen in is pang 


rs That 22D gls 4 that end / up tize 
into the Chriflian Religion, ought tobe 
the, belief of the ſpecial benefits and af that wy o 
” obtain*d thereby ;, and the way how- they art to obtain, 
them ob» 
w That, the fry afurence which Jaceeeds \ 


ate, 


v3 > «4 
TLNTS, 


_——__— _ 


* A Sermon Preached before” | 


2 Tim. 2. 2: 


Bph. 4. i, 


12, 13. 


PC. 45. 17. 
72. 5: 


IC. 9. 7. 


fefted. 


al elit wan | vn gb Feithfarl ini-aCove- 


his, the. 4 Daftle here intimates; wit the Come! 

Way fe of the Chere# rd Bept iz» others, ro Rand: 

"pin the om of of the Dent: that this Communveatth 
1/s 461 night nor be Casthe Fiftorian tellg us, rhat 

of Rome, in ty Plantation by Romularj. was hikers. 
have Been | Rbs avivs 4tati, 2+ [Dork lived Corpore- 

tiow,, otro - Pop Aro bur: 19 


c te with its” 
xp prefint oth, 


Ard herein do: ( #s they onghr, 
are: rho) i= Corteponght 

$i Coops Found thor, ou ove 
Lord and. Seviour F a+ 
Mie 


#tearion ard" 


Apdfther to Dy 
Ho he's \of ot bod ei; Penn 
iſe of BS PP} affift ok ir + this wel, iy 


Feſeme,. to 
the th of the world, Mit. 28. 20: ati boule carey, at hy 
Aſcention into Heaven, br after their Death, the" 


work wig 
Nine, of "0 ets 


might beer Rel to fl Pofterity ; ff 
his Body miyffical nates Mater ſhould be pers 


64"By the Fate ofiv for Seceefibe, 


att” odd pra c alfo falft the Promiye 
of 6 his $9, ally 0 be remembred » 


alen as That hefball be feareh, thats, Religh- 
ouſly as be un ind” Mob cone 


Bite'pr wo Cz: hit power mnews, there 
ſhell be 624k (6b hichſeff ( itr order 


174, 
on o&, totheir deſighed 
roo gre + in the World } 


and obliged himlelf to be a Goal 


io 


nant with hi 


= 


Yo 
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71409 Ypoe 


ja, 
Jam. 2. 5. 


Mic.g. £ 


, prove that view oor <4 


_ lo pureand holy a Religion, and fo well fetled,. both 


$5 that certainly”, Chriftienity (the beſt Reli 

on,) muſt needsbe ranted to be the moſt ioworehs. 
ly, and indeed, molt inhumanely treated, of any in the 
World; if in any Age, it ſhould chance to-fall in- 


to the hands of fuch Profeſſors, as. (through Jene- 


rance, Inconſideration, or any other worſe cauſe ), 
ſhould think ic a Legacy not worth the bequesthing 
to thoſe that come after them: And if, whiles every 
People elſe, walks in the Name of his God, (i.e, _—_ 
conſtant to his Religion ), thoſe only that are cal. 
led by the worthy Name of Chriſtians, ſhould refuſe to - 
do the fame for their God, for ever andever ; thatis, 
(as the Learned Grotiws interprets the Text,)  ipſp, 
O& poſteri, they , and their Iſſue , to all Geners- 


FHOns, 


' And now, ( tobring homeall that- has been faid on 
this Head, to our preſent Circumſtances, ) let us of the 


preſent Ape, ( as we have any of us, and'I hope there is 


none here, but has a value proportionable for the ex- 
cellent Religion we profeſs, ) look with that ſerious 


Concernedneſs which becomes us, according to the 


import of this Dottrine ; upon its ſtate and conditionin 
this Nation, , ( as Janus was fancied todoamong the 
Ancient "Romans, ) backward, and forward; and im- 


I-, Backward ; lo it offers us- occaſion to remember 
the Dead, in whoſe ffexdwe are Riſen up to fill rheir 


' places, inthe Profeſſion of the -Reformed- Chriſtians y 


which. they /z/+w5. From whence 'tis a Conſideration 
naturally conſequent ; How much cauſe we have to 
thank God, and his Gracious Providence, who put itin- 
to our Anceſtors hearts to take careto-d-rive-to us 


by 


—— 


_ CT Cn m—_—_—_—_— 
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I ”_ the Lantitdayog Wee. 


— - —— ——  _— —_— —————_— ——_ _ C— —_— 


ankI G4 10w3,;-hoth i 


ng cp, as may juſtly re 
a 


& SED AD L 
or Of pug | 
Ss 


x rtnworia (0,9; —_— : pag 
ration, {hall corpwpt: that - Rel or. 
wholeſome Conſtitutions and: Law hampag 
tedamong us: which ;00 many olars hav 
forward todo. £ wr iv 
1-25] Forward: 20d thay bor 0wards þ 
Lime, £141 this Gemtr ation ſheb he gathe = 
and that, of our —— Swece 
or 
1. The remai dhvajies of our re 
Duty'is, tohold 75 Hom which we have, inchis ps 
Tenpevion:mbich income apos a the: Chriſtian, ts. 
£0749 us: » Kerpingithie watd of; paphihgaeN 
nvingin the Faith, -and\ enduring 50 the end ; ws 
have -Owith-holy David;,) /erued. taeda Xs 
wilof God, we m may wm WEi bg «7% 
ing. pct 
L9ut7 yng2pd 36 


in our Perſons; * Kacy! 
Name, and 'mremor igh VAN, 
OA5, ' neu blimncft , wor! 

n$22 "Andas to tho Gene) often 
istrve;that\ we haye(in como | 
rality of theſe Three prong apt the r 
ud : 


Ilr3 


is 


— TOES - 


: 0c] 


AR. 13. 36. 


——— — 
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"ORE IvTr 


Ezra 9. 8. 


the Deed & that our plaerare like enough to be fil- 


led, with Nominel Chriſtians in abundance, when we 
are laid in our Graves. ' But to conſider, under what 
hatirds we'arelike to leave them as things now ſtand, 
Pmewhat of 4 'proſpet? 'melanchily\cnough ; and 
<rirms' deſerve; and'excireour-utmolt gare; to pre- 

-Fectire therh again(t\ choſe evils which-too 


t 
W 
veiit;'a 
vilibly threaten them, ©» 

' One of which'is ffortt the bufand reſtleſs attivity of 


Ritihdl Thee draries {\and-rheir coo much influence = 
pH; at prefent mixchicurbed )-upotrall rhe. Ro- 
miſh Courtt in"Europe; in purſuance of 'their dedared 
Deſign df rodring «our by ' Forte! and Arms, that which 
they call-the Northern Hereſy, ( that 15, indeed, our 
reformed Chriſtianity, ). out of the Earth, that the Nawe 
of Proteſtant, may no more be had in remembrante; und 
we Know, fa experience; how near they lately 
were amongſtus, tothe accompliſhing their c»c/and 
bloody Intentions, after the pate nof our'Neightonr Kimg- 
dom ; where I need not tell you what proof they have 
made thereof, | Led 
It is true (indeed, -that God hath; for © vVirrle ſpuce 
ſpewed ha the favour, toleave ms a nail, (as Ezra. g;'8. 
ſays of '7/rael in his days) in his boty place 74 dritle 
lightning of our eyes, and a little ' reviving to ſet up the 
houſe f our God, and repair the yuins thereof , *( Occalie 
oned by our long continued drm:fions and djfſemtions, ) 
under 't Proteins ap Government of Their preſent 
Majefſties : a Mercy, \whieh ons would think, none 
that has any true ſenſe of Religion, ſhould «zdervalne ; 
ſeeing it is, under God," the greateſt ſecuriry we can 
likely have ; for the peryperwity of the Goſpel unins purt- 
ty and power, 1n thele Nations. Pt Ons 


_- 


<\pueye/ Lmutindto ig, f LOthae —_— 
torally over, Wien | 
bers dnthary our rn 1 romyent = ( fortie through _— 
6 atisfattron at the late Revolutron RP 


nga taſter the Ger lick ud Omon tron. 
Hr anos 


hind others, out bf a little preſent #neuf 


harges our circumſhintes Ken to;) To far Ex= 
aſperated ; that' they! are cvt eo) "to Join agait 


with the men of their fn foie ay.) a confederacy ; 


to enable mn of rce $0 effect that youu 


oy conid nge do bye ere figs or Fer Fn »y 


wry EL one i ik; jirthe Jour  thir ould 
wich reaſoti ne wo fro: ih all aſcten os and con- 
fidering men, Noe they ind affeRet! to the = 
fent Government, and thavgh their. per iples. 


permirthiem roa(filtthie fufflrd mers __ 
vidence hath railedfo&(our py Ts 
that'they would bar he Ng 

k quiet Poſtore, 1 /Find fiR, 4rd Jet the Ele 
the Lord & working for as : and Teeing; inthe pr 
Funttyre , We has" 0 nee} of them wy fohe but 


they ſhould take heed of 62h 
pull when phecg ne hm ſro 


cafibe-no other; thi gay own Necks 
and thoſe of rherr Ares alſo ell as 0675, once 
more under that Romiſþ Toak, ; which weither our Farbers 
mor ive were able formerly to'begr. A deſperate mph j 
be run by menthit pretends conſcience; ar bs rig 
but molt deſperate, ſurely , at this times" 
(in all humane” probability,) the''ve iy cejtitat 


ment, that muſt deciſively determine x thy rhe leah, 
or the recovery of the _—_ Proteftant Tntereſf in Eb 


Y rope; 
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IC. 10. 13, 14. 


ope, and that, for ever. So thatif we, (like Jeraſa- 

lem, ). in this 0ur day, ſee, not the things that belong 20 our - 
peace, we may jultl tear,they will be, for the future, hid 
from onr eyes ; uſe we knew not the time of Our mer. 
ciful viſitation; For who, when that lofty Nebuchad- 
nezar , whoſe hand .is now (like | that, of 1ſomae/ 
againſt every. many and way mans againſt him ; ſhall 
have accompliſhed his. deſign; removed all the 
bounds of this Weſtern World to enlarge his 
own.; Robbed all their Treaſures ; found as « Nef 
forſaken, the: riches of ' all people, and gathered them as 
onegathereth Eggs that are left : who will there, ( yea, 
who.indeed can ), there be, ſo much as to. move che 
wing, or open the mouth, or ſo much as peep towards the 
leaſt attempt to reſcue us ? | 

Nor. is the proſpec# of our. Poſterity, much | more 
comfortable ;, when we conſider the [a Kin of the 
younger fart (rhe pes gregis). to ſtand inthe gapagainſt 
the attempts of ſychſ#bti/ Adverſarigs, upon ther Re. 
ligion, by Argument : - Seeing the generality. of them 
are ſo grolly ignorant as they are in the Grounds of the 
Proteflant Faith, and yet withal, ſo fondly copceized 
of their knowledge as to ſcorn Catechiſing- in. ithem, 
that they might «»der##nd them.. So, that 'tis: to.be 
doubted, they would, even in whole ,. be caught 
in their xets, if ever that Gexeration ſhould obtain the 
liberty, without the controll.of our Penal Laws, (and 
that / ja willſurely, if they ever come in. with that 
that (ilenceth all Laws, the Sword. 1n their, haxds); to 
{et them for us. | air at .o 

Canſidering alſo, what a looſe hold we, have, of 
the moſt, of them, who (partly,, through ſcruple, part- 
lz,. through fation, but chiefly, through. Atheiſtecal 


Princi-- 


——_— 


the Lord Mayor, exc, 


body themſelves with us, in the participation of 'the 
Holy Communion of the Lord's Supper (that Ordinance 
in which all Chr:/t;ans antiently were conteſſerated,and 
made . (as the 4po/tle ſaith) one leaf, and one *) 
So that they are (like ſcattered Soldiers ſeparate from 
their Troops) ealily tobe picked up, by every Party that 
purſues them. | 
And, reflefting ( laſtly, ) upon- the juſt cauſe of 
meer given to Almighty God, by ſuch negte&, 
if not contempt of his ſacred Inflitutions ; which | may 
jultly provoke him (as he chreatens Jers ina like 
caſe) to take away his K ingdom from thole who fo little 
value it; and give it to 4 nation that will bring forth bet- 
ter fruits thereof, than we hitherto have done. 
expet now.,. that all that hear me this day, 
ſhould (as the People to. whom our- Saviour de- 
nounced that ſad Judgment, ) (in their hearts at leaſt,) 
_ ſay, God forbid; and hope, (yea, wiſh, ) that here- 
in, I prove a falſe Propher. And I aſſure yon, Iam 
as ready to join in that wiſh, my ſelf, as: any ane pre- 
ſent : Though withal, Imuſt profeſs, my hopes cag- 
not be ſo /anguine, as ſome-mens, herein are, except 
T. could ſee thoſe. efefFual conrſes taken among our 
ſelves,, to prevent that danger , which mere; hopes 
and good wiſhes are t00 weak-to encounter, 
Which, what they are, will fall under the. wear 
Propoſition ; Which was this, 4c; 
IT. That whoever are Baptized to maintain the: ſucceſfi- 
on of the Chriſtian Church,' ought to be well grounded wn 


Principles, and monſtrous profaneneſs, ) refule to ny | 


1 Cor. 10; 197 


Mat. 21. 43; 


Lake. 20. 16, 


Prop. TE- 


the belief' of. the ſpecial. benefits ' and advantages: that 


Chriſtianity contains init, ana well inſtructed -in the. wey 
to. attain them.. {1 to 127 ou oe eden 
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Epheſ. 1. 18. 


Luke 1. 1. 
Heb. 6. r. 


——_— ll. AM 


For (in which -/e»/e foever of the two before ſi 


.geſted, of the words [i wiowny, ] we underſtand 


them, ) it isapparently implied, that the Bern{Guers, 
thoſe that are Baptized for, Or inſtead of the dead, 
might, and ought to enquire, what they are to do, to 
mos that advantage by the Chriſtian Faith they are 
Baptized into; which may ballance the hazards they 
run, by undertaking ſo perilous a Profeſſion : And tis as 
evident, that the Apoſtle takes a great part of the pains 
he beſtows upon the opening and confirming the Doctrine 
of the Reſurretion, tor their Inſtruttion therein. 

And tis known, that the Queſtions anciently. pro- 
pounded to thofe that were to be Bapriz'd, related to 
the fundamental Articles of the Chriftian Faith, and 
they were, (by all Baptized at years of diſcretion, ) 
to be profefiedly owned: Of which the ReſarretFion of 


'#he body, and x a everlaſting were two, which contain- 


ed in few words, the main hope of - the Chriſtian calling, 
and the riches of the glory of the inheritance of Chriſt in 
the Saints, 

And the ſame Queſtions, we have reaſcn to believe, 
were asked of the ſponſors for thoſe that were Baptized 
in infancy, whenever that praftice began, (which, 
ſeeing none can aſlign any particular Age wherein 
it brit entred into the Church, we have reaſon to be- 
lieve, is, as-Ancrent as that of the Apoſtles themſelves, 
ſeeing we find upon undoubted record, that they Bap- 
tized whole houſholds together ; in all which 'tis unlike- 
ly, there were no Infants: ) And the Parents, and 
other x#1,y5r7:; or Teachers, (as they grew toward 
years of capacity, ) inſtrutted them in the Princi- 
ples of the Dofrinve of Chriſt, of which the Apoftles 
catalogue tells us, that of the ReſarreFion was = 

They 
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'They thus brought them wp in the nurture and adrwonition 

of the Lora ; acquainted them with the Baptiſmil'Co- Epheſ. 6. 4: 

wvenant, the precious promiſes (ealed to them therein to 

ſor with the D«ry , which was/incumbent-upan 

them, toenticle them to 'the grear benefits which \Bup» 

tiſm ſo ſealed to thole in 1»/ancy, that rendred them. 
l'ves _ of them at r/per Age. 
We therefore do very well, that we generally 

take care totender ourCb;/aren to Baptiſm in their 7n- 

fancy; for by 'this initiating Rite of Chriſt's own ap- 

pointmem, we'lift them infhis Family, we pion them 

his\ Livery, and d:dicate:them to his famvee. . And 

herein,” 'we take the courſe, which himſelf zook 

to perpetuate the Jewiſh Religion;in that ahofen Nation, 

making their chrldren, his children, and marking them 

(in their tend'reft Ape, ) as thoſe that. (@ bis own : 

knzuage, 'Eze#;'16, 20. ) were boruto him; as lack; .. 


by Circumtiſion. 

And 'ris of great uſe, certainly, thus t0uaricipate 
our childrens e/e/#:0» of their own Religros, whilſt - 
they are in our power to diſpoſe of; as knowing how 

tan Arpwment it uſually is, roſway our awn'choice, 
the dipo/at of onr ſelves, in any fort; 'when'we ar- 
rive at years of e/cftion, that our Parents have - pre- 
deftined us to ſome one way of living, calling, of Pros! - 
ſeſſion, rather than any other, 'which is then offered £01.» 
our Elef#ton. 7 1611 rH 44 h1'8 
"But then, it is as neceflary, withal, ithat wer: 
thems up in the way wherein they ought togos ſhew them © 
what,"and on what grounds, they are to believe,'and F226. 5: 
do, who are Bptized mio Chriſt ; even ito obſerve all 
things whatſoever he hath commended ; and lay our-ins. Mat. 28, 20... 
junftigns upon'them, as fairhful Abrahams; i ey rong 
C 1 ue 
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Gen. 18. 19. 


Vid. Rituale 
Romanum 
Pauli V; 


Children, to keep the way of the Lord: And then. we 
may hope, that after we are dea4, they will keep alive 
themſelves, whilſt they live, and when they alſo come 
to die, deliver the Lamp wich they bave| received at 
our hands, alive, yea, bright, and clear, to their ſac- 
ceſſkve Poſterity, through all Generations. . | | 
But then, we muſt take heed, that we deliver it to 
them no otherwiſe than as we have recezved it from 
the Lord, and the generality of thoſe, that before us, 
have died in him. For the Faith, we are all Baptized 
into,” ought to be underſtood only of. :har, which a/ 
Chriſtians have owned before us. For we are not:Baprs- 
ed into the name of Paul, or Apolos, or Cephas, much 
leſs that of his pretended uceefor but oaly into the 
name of Chriſt ; into the profeſſion of that Religion 
which is. truly Catholick, and has been the Religion of 
that Church, which is in our, Creed known by. that 
name. A-truth, which even the Romaniſts leem ta- 
citly to acknowledz, by one remarkable prattice of 
theirs: to wit, that though P. P4«s. 4th. and his 
Council of Trent, have made a new Creed for the Adult ; 
containing all the points wherein they d:fer from us, 
and requiring them to be beljeved, as neceſſary to Salua- 
tiow : Yer, they never dared to impoſe that,novel Faith 
upon thoſe Perſons which they themſelves Bprize,as a 
condition of Baptiſm: but ſtill content themſelves 
with that which bears the Name of the Apoſtles, 
and contains the abſtraf# of all Primitive Chriſtia- 
nity. 
And this praiſe, (by the way) is an apparent 
Confeſſion, that ( whatever they alk, ) they do . not 
indeed believe themſelves, that thoſe /upernumerary Ar- 


| Ficles are really de fide, and of neceſſity to Salvation, 


Seeing 
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Seeing their own publick form of Baptiſm admits ſuch 
Proſelytes into 10 Church , by Ba Ce hone 
them : It ſeems plain therefore, that (by nence) 
they cannot, (without a groſs inconfitency with rhem- 
ſetves,)) exclude us from the Carholick Church, for not 
believing the Articles themſelves diſpenſe with, in 
thoſe which they make Members of it; © - 

But, (to return from this ſhort digreffion to our 
main defign,) let us, who engage our Poſterity by Ba 
tiſm, to fill up the vacancies made by* death in the 
Church of Chrif ; take a proportionable care of their 
Education; ground them throughly in all true Catho- 
lick Principles, and inure them conſtantly to the 'pra- 
Qice of the andoabted duties of Chriſtianity, from their 
very Infancy: For we are told by God himfelf,that isthe 
moſt probable way ra keep them from A4poſftacy. 4 
child ſo trained up in the way he ſhould go, will not when old 
depart from it. | | i 

But, eſpecially, let us not only by verba,, 'but alſo 
by real inſtrufjon (1 mean, holy example, in lving 
and dying well, confirm them in the belief of the Re- 
wards and Puniſhments of the world to come ; together 
with an «ſſuraxce, that we do firmly believe ther our 
ſelves. For, ( as my rhird obſervation tells'you, ) © 

The rational aſſurante which ſucceeding Chriſtians have 
of their Predeceſſors intereſt in a future Reſurretlion to a 

leſſed immortality, conduceth much to the confirmation of 
them in the belief and prattice of Chriſtianity. 

For the Apoſtle's Argument inthe Text, is plainly 
founded upon this /# bofiiow, that thoſe that are baptized 
for the dead,, would be apt to waver, (as thoſe that 
were at a loſs what todo ; ) except they were rationally 
«ſſared, that thoſe in whoſe pR_ they /xcceed, ſhould 


riſe 


Prov. 22. 6. 


Prop. IM. 
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riſe again, to that bleſſed immortality which in this 
Chapter. he doth fo induſtriouſly aſſert, and. illnftrate, 
An (by —_—_— intimates, that the belief here- 
of would contribute much to their /err/ement. Where- 
in he makes uſe ofa motive,which is,.( in its due place) 
ſo rational in it ſelf, and:ſo agreeable to humanity to 
be influenced by : That it hath always and in all Ages 
of the world, been mighty prevalent with thoſe of all 
Religions: Men every where having been concerned 
for their ſeveral ways of Worſhip, according to the 
perſuaſionsthey had imbibed, (whether true, or falſe.) 
of the happy future ſtate of ſome at leaſt, that had been 
founders, or eminent Profeſſors of them. 

For though indeed,it be but a weak Argument, alone, 
for any man to chuſe a Religion upon ; that his Fore- 
fathers lived and died in it, and he has ſuch, and ſuch 
Reaſons which prevail with him'to thinkthem tranſla. 
ted to an happy eſtate in another world : (a fallacy where- 
with all the Romanifts a while ſince fixed divers of this 
Nation that were Wavenng, to their Communion, and 
prejudic'd thetn, againſt the Reformation: Yet it 
may be an inducement of great force to be uled together 
wht, and in ſubordination to, thoſe other grounds and 
motives, which upon diligent inquiry into the nature 
of any Religion, do principally ſway his Elr#ion;; that 
he hath as good evidence, as matters of that ſort will 
bear, of the felicity of thoſe, (at leaſt ſome of thoſe) 
who have died in it. 

Wherefore, God himſelf, knowing how much 1»- 
fances and Examples tending to our rational fatisfafti- 
on in this particular, are woat to influence the genera- 
lity of mankind, (as I but now told you : )* hath in 


all. Ages of the world, (more or leſs, ) condeſcended 
to 


the Lord Mayor,” oe. 
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t0-recothmend his crue Religion to men, .by 


biteble attrſt«tions concerning the Erernal ifs of 


divers Per who have eminently profeſſed it, #ved 


a4 great Examples, 'in' conformity 'to ir, 'or/ djtal as 
Champions for'it. UH UI ITY 
Thus in the 07d worAd, before the he dealt 
with 'Zxoch 5; whond, having 'walted with God above 
T hree hundred Years, (that 1s, been'air eminenth good 
«1:4 holy man for {6 longtime oftEarth,YJGod took lays 
Moſes) Gen. +. 2.4. Traxnflated,(3.e.toanha 1 
another world) without ſeeing of Death, ({ays the Apv- 
file) Heb. 11. 5. having before his rranflation atteſted, 
by ſome Divme _Y or other, ard hp 
God: and thar m—_ way in woe! . 
lowing it is expreſt,) as mi we belief 
to mankind, not only that , eridel ry but lſo that 
there is ſuch God, as ts a rewarder” of them that dili- 
get ſeek him, as Enoch had done. © * ' 

I will not poſitively affert, that he dealt in rheſame 
manner with Me/chifedet afterward ; bur it may (1 
thimk;,) deſerve our conſidetarion wherhes chat Pheiff 
of the Apo concerning bim; thar he Wits owe vhar Ha 
no end of life, Beb.7. 3. may not adinir} ofa like: Tri- 
terpretarion with that of Emvch 'norſecing'of wearh the- 
fore mentioned, | 

But ſure I am, that an reference to #rahom, 
and Jacob, God's known owning them ia uv 
manner whilſt they lived, (gave all the 


Jeny®' n 
ſack an affurance of 'rheit/e#ity after dbarh; us yiehd- 
ed onr Saviour theoecalion of memioning ira a thi 
generally believed, deſcribing rhar- feliciry too whic 
good and holy tnen of all Cyuneries .in the world ſhall 
enjoy m Heaven, by Ne ang lt 
| 2 them 
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them in the Kjngdom of God, Math. 8; 1 1. The £r0und 
of which aſſ#rance, .God himlelf farther ſtrengthned, 
when he owned himſelf to. Moſes to. be.cheir God, fo 
many years after,their,De«ths, Which atteſtation of his, 
included not only the b/eſſedneſs of their ſeparated ſouls ; 
but allo the ' certainty of the future Reſurrettion of 
their Bodies 3 and was- certainly ſo underſtood, . by 
thoſe before whom our Saviow quoted that 
Tex. for. ;proof thereof. | For otherwiſe that 
Argament- he, draws, from that Text, had 
been too weak to ſilence the cavilling Sadduces, as 
St, Matthew fays it did, Mat. 22. 34. nor would the 
Scribes, (the moſt critical Text-men among the 
Jews) have. approved his arguing in theſe terms. 
Maſter thou haſt well ſaid, as St.. Luke tells us, Chap. 
20 .39- 

The many. atteſtations, which God gave to Moſes 
as his faithful Servant whiles he {ved ; and his ſegd- 

Judeg: ing an: Archangel (as St. Jade intimates) , to interr 

Deut. 34-6. his Body, when Dead, 10 a place unknown to. men, ( and 

probably, . to the Devil himſelf, which might be the 
ground of. that Contention that Apoſtle ſpeaks of, bes 
twixt, them ;) gave the Jews a like res ofs his 
happy end: as alſo did God's taking up E/jjah in a fiery 
Chariot, give them an ocular Demonſtration of his 


removal to an eſtate. of bleſſedneſs without aying. 
2 Kings 2. 11; 

Theſe great 1»/ances,.to the end: before mentio» 
ned, were-given by God to Mankind under the N- 
tural, Patriarchal, and Fewiſb Religions. 

But becauſe ſuch, before the Publication of. the Goſ- 
pel. in the World, were but rare : therefore our.Sa- 
viour is ſaid, ( partly, in this reſpet,) to haye brought 


life 
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life and immortality to light, 2' Tim. 1. 10. which 
comparatively to the /ight they were ſhewa in 'un- 
der the Evangelical Adminiſtration , had - in 
a. great meaſure, till then, layen inthe Dark: 
For our Saviour Chriſt did not only promiſe eter- 
wal Life to his- Followers, from God, with the Te- 
ſtimony of. a very great variety of Miracles : but alſo 
gave them, and all to whom his Goſpel was to be 
preached, from them, an unqueſtionable. i»/tance there: 
of, in his own Perſon raiſed from the dead, and vifibly 
received up unto the Glory; of which he had before 
given to ſome of: them a repreſ*»tation, in his _ 
guration upon the holy Mount, 'Luk. 9.28 : and with- 
al, aſſured his Di/c:ples, when he was about to depart 
from them into it, that in thoſe bleſſed Marſrons he 
was going to,” he would prepare 4 place for them, Joh. 
4 2:"as their Forerunner; and would again come 
thence to receive them, and condutt them thither ; that 
where he was, they might be alſo ; and that, in the high 
Digatty of being even his Aſſeſſors in the Regeneration, 
for lo he. calls the Re/urrettiox, . Math. 19. 28; And 
the ſame Felicity (as it was exemplified in his 'own 
Perſon, ) he allo faithfully promiſeth to all thoſe that 


Heb. 6. 20. 


ſhould in any Age believe in him through their word. . 
e 


John 17. 2. but eſpecially, ro thoſe" that ſuffer with 


him, that is 1n- conformity to him, and for his cawſe, .. 


lieve theſe promiſes, took care to repre/emt' to St. John - 


the numerous Hoſt of- preceeding Confe 
tyrs, 4 multitude which none could number, in their o16- 
riows Robes of Triamph, Rev. 7.14, 15+ and cauſed 


2 Tim. 2. and for their greater Serie to be« 


s, and' Mar . 


the ſame holy Apoſtle to enter it for an holy Record, | 


by Writing, as a thing in'his hearing proclaimed-from 


Heaven, 
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Heaven, concerning all others that die in hin, 
that they were from thenceforch bleſſed, Rev. x4. 13. 

hs wy all which aſſurances, ſo exemplitied, 'tis no 
wonder, if ſuch multitudes as we readot, crouded 
into the Church to be beprized, ump vexpar mm the 
room of the deceaſed Martyrs, even in the midit of thoke 
Perſecntions and Deaths, accompanied with the cruet- 
leſt Circumſtances which attended the fir ff Plantation of 
Chriſtianity ſor ſome hundreds of Years: Of whom 
many offered themſelves, when a«x/ax2ht tor, even to 
be baptized with that baptiſm of Blood, with which 
our Saviour ( according as himſelf exprefſeth it, was 
baptized : that they ſucceſſively yan with patience the 
race of Martyrdom that was ſer before them : (eeing + 
they had not only the Lord Je/as, { both in his hunu- 
lation and exaltation) but alfo, ſo thick a po; zup- 
Heb. 12, 1,2, pw, OT cloud of Witneſſes, or holy Martyrs wr_ 
3,4 encouragement, /er before rhem roo. And- were there« 
fore not wearied, nor fainted in their minas. 

No wonder, that (according to the advice of 
the ſame Apoſtle, Feb. 6, 12, they followed them, who, 
they were aſlured, throvygh Faith and Patience already 
inherited the promiſes : and embraced and maintain- 
ed the Faith of thofe guides that had ſpoken to them the 
word of God, (7. e. ſet before them the g/orions Promi- 
ſes of the Golpel,) as men that conſidered again and 
again, the glorious end of their converſation ; and being 
aſſured, that Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame faithful Rewarder 
v.s Of his faithful Servants, both yeſterday, to day, and 

forever, : 4, e. in all time paſt, preſent, and to come : 

and by conſequence, if they tollowed their holy Pre- 
deceliors eps, he would bring them alſo to the 

lame end, to which they had happily arrived. F 
| An 


Math, 20. 22. 


dy allswg3v]ts 
Heb. 13. 7: 
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 Andthe ſame Uſe, ( Beloved,) we ought all to make, 

of the ſame Conſideration. We are, rally, Be#- 

Chumm vm vexpar , liſted into Chriſt's Troops in the 

rooms of our deceaſed Chriſtien Anceſtors 3 very many 

of whom, have aot only profeſſed, butallo greatly ere- 

dized the Reformed Chriſtianity of theſe Nations, both 

with Learned Pens, and Holy Lives, and Comforta- 

ble Deaths: and of whom we no way doubt, but that 

they are, (though without Romiſh Canonization, ) 

Glorious $4:»7s in the Kingdom of Heaven; as baying li- 

ved and died with thole ChareFers,which the$Scr 

gives of thoſe, who (by the Atteſtatioa of the | 

Spirit therein ) have in all Ages of the World, gone 

thither before them. 

And I ſhould think the wiſh of Balaemr, on ſuch an 
occaſion, ſhould be natural coall mankind ; Thatthey 
may dye the death of the righteous, gone before them, and 
that ther latter end may be like theirs: for the Wiſb 
(tho a bad man's) is good ; provided, that it be accom- 
panied with an inds/{rious ule of the means by which 
t istobe effected, 

Bur ſurely _ do not take the way to. it, that /ive 
too much like him, going aftray, and loving the wages of 
wriphreouſmeſs, (as St. pal, vs of him, he did; 2 Per; 
2.14.) and yer ( with him) hoping that God will 
indulge them in thoſe praiſes-i1 which, contrary to 
his declared Will, they allow themſelves; ſo as to faifd 
ihe defires of the fleſb, ana of the mind, 4 like bruge 1 Pet. 4. 3,4 
beaſts, walk inall manner of ranks 1 exet/s of - 
wine, and rots of all forts, reproachiag, "withel, and/ 
ſpeakrng evil of thoſe that will not run with them inthe” 

ame race of {extravagant debancheries;, Such perſons» 
cartaialy, mult cxpettopary companies with at” 


Ts. 
Walt 
#75 $540 : Lþ 1 
death; my Ft 
ma if us. 
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death, whoſe Exemples they refufed to live by :- and it 
will be one of the greateſt aggravations of their calamity 
for ever, which our Saviour threatens the degenerons - 
Jews withal, that they ſhall ſce their pious Anceſtors in 
the Kingdom of God, and find themſelves thruſt out. 

'Let us, therefore, who wiſh, and hope to fit down 

with them in that Kingdom hereafter, follow the track 
of their ſteps here ; and then we may warrantably ex= 
pe&, that at the Reſurreion of the juſt, we ſhall par- 
take with them in all thoſe happy circumſtances in which 
they ſhall then, in conjunCtion with all holy men of 
all apes, forever be. 

This, the being bptized for our dead Predeceſſors in 
the general Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ( according to the 
larger ſenſe of my Text, calls for, from us all. Burt, 
conſidering what a thick clond of thoſe our Predeceſſors, 
in this very nation, were allo Confeſſors, and Martyrs 
for our holy Religion, in which they died ; and of 
whom, I think I may ſay, that in holy Courage and 
Reſolution to dye, and encouraging comfortable circum- 
ſtances in the manner of their dying, they were not infe- 
rior to the moſt Primitive Martyrs: It will not be 
amiſs, in the cloſe of this Diſcourſe, farther totell you; 
that it is not impoſſible ſome of us may alſo be called 
to thoſe Trials, wherein we may in thole particulars 
too, which relate to ſuffering, ſtand in need of ſetting 
before us their Examples. 

I am ſure, it was no /ong time ſince, that the moſt 
of us had before us, (in humane probability, ) no 
other Proſpe#, than that, of ſacceeaing them 1n their 
Chains, their Racks and Tortures, and cruel Executi- 
ons: And ſurely we had done ſo before this time, but 


that God by an unexpeRed Providence, 'raiſed us up a 


Deli. 
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beyond vur-hoper, and many of us even os 
from the hands of thoſe that hated us : a pes oewfhor ns A 
ted wu the Fiery _ B vn, pd ke A 164 1h 
ny, whos belong prapdrot for' Met; 
iran injury done them, that ppg uu wo iq; Wl 


Oy of witneſſing tot T ruthof that Dot#rine 
'E tance and v7 fs ja Conmlly which foes _ 
. 2. ve contended tor,by a lignally Loya/Mart 
one would think they might without cult beg be he 
X rg withal, to forgive him this wrong : as conlider- 
, Wat to thoſe man Þ- COIOR were not oF well 
4 ed for pre/ent ſuffering as they, ('tis to be 
—_— it was certainly a very ſeaſonable Nrkrber pa 


1 Core'12+ 24» 


cure them ſucha reprieve: trom it, as might give 
| a larger time to, provide for it: -and that they' chem- [=p 
ſelves, though hindered from being Martyrs a#u, yer, 6: YOM 


(Oo ſuch, voto, in a ready diſpoſition to have been 
God had offered them the opportunity, ) are en- 


dangered to loſe nothing of the weight of; their Crows) 


from that good God, wha 4cceprs the will, (where men _— 
Ne en then, with for the deed, and reward) io _— 
accordi oY ol 

However, I think, 1 may preſume. to. pg 


or Poſterity will hardly be of their Te fc | 
eſs of the -preſent Agitations: in all 1 
od beneath expeRationt for. they will: hen 6nd 
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